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Hello Dear Friends,  (˭͍͔͚͔͒ͪ͊ͭ ͫ͟Ά͙ͨ ͙ͨͪΎ͔͙ͭ͡) ώȊŘǊŀǾŀȅΩǘŜƘ ǎƪǳƘǇƛ ǇǊƛȅŀΩǘŜlee]. 

Warm greetings from a warm Bulgaria!  We are about half way through our first full 
summer here in the one of the oldest cities in the Balkans.  It has been a full 
summer so far and wŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŀƴƪŦǳƭ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎ ǿŜΩǾŜ received lately.  For 
those of you that have been supporting us in prayer and materially, and for those 
of you who have sent us packages with things hard to find here, we deeply thank 
you all.  Friday, July 25th, marks our 1 year anniversary!!.  We give God all the glory 

and thank Him for this great opportunity to be eternally significant, and we thank Him for your partnership with us. 

Among our other activities, we have had the joy of working with three different teams over the past three months from 
Calvary Tabernacle, our home church in Schenectady, New York.  For this update, we would like to take most of the 
space to share with you a little of the work these teams did.  Please remember, we would love to have any of you come 
and visit, and we promise will only work you as much as you request J. 

April brought the first team, the AKE teenagers.  AKE stands for Attitude, Knowledge, and Experience.  This is the high 
school group from Calvary, and they have been sending teams to Bulgaria for several years.  They arrived on the day we 
sent out our last update.  And it started with a bang!  We made it through a drought (no running water in the whole city 
of Veliko Turnovo where we were to spend our first few days ς for the first day), an earthquake and a resulting flood in 
our hotel (in the same city).  That plus minor health emergencies made for an exciting first few days, but the team 
showed great attitudes and really came to serve.  We experienced wonderful times of ministry with these teens!  They 
each prepared lessons to share with the children at an orphanage near Veliko 
Turnovo.  As a church, we have been going to this orphanage for many years 
partnering with a local foundation named Open Doors Bulgaria.  This orphanage has 
kids between 6 and 18 years old with learning or mild mental disabilities.  This is the 
first time that the orphanage allowed such teaching by people so young.  The teens 
and a university student from Open Doors Bulgaria taught a total of six classes over 
three days, and they did a great job talking about relevant things such as self image, 
relationships and sex, the influence of media on your behavior, and the 
consequences of drugs, cigarettes, and alcohol abuse.  These were all topics 
requested by the director of the orphanage.  The director and teachers were all very 
impressed and thankful.  ¢ƘŜ ǘŜŀƳ ŀƭǎƻ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ŀ ά5ŀǾƛŘ ϧ DƻƭƛŀǘƘέ ǎƪƛǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
ƪƛŘǎ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ƭŀǎǘ Řŀȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƳΦ  hŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ άDƻƭƛŀǘƘέ ǿŀǎ ŀ .LD ƘƛǘΧwith one of the 
guys walking in on big paint buckets and then falling on a gymnasium mat.  We also 
got to visit a baby orphanage near Veliko Turnovo and a toddler orphanage near 
Plovdiv with this team. In Plovdiv, it was also the first AKE team to visit a local gypsy 
church, and another small village church.  WeΩre always amazed and proud of these 
teens as they earn their own money for these trips and are willing to spend their 
spring break ministering to the needy in a foreign country!  Plus, thŜȅΩǊŜ ƭƻǘǎ ƻŦ ŦǳƴΗ 
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AKE team in the church at Tsarevets 
Castle in the city of Veliko Turnovo 

One of the classes the team 
taught at the orphanage. 

Playing with the kids at the 
orphanage 

Talking to the kids before the 
David and Goliath skit 



The next group was the young-adult team from Calvary Tabernacle.  It 
consisted of seven young adults, aged 18-25 years, and us.  This team came 
near the end of May and left about a week and a half later in the beginning of 
June.  With this team we had many work projects where we cleaned out an 
attic and painted.  We were all a bit sore by the end of the trip Χ but of course 
it was worth it!!  One of the projects was for a senior center in Tryavna.  We 
painted for two mornings and each afternoon we spent about an hour getting 
to know some of the current residents, during which time we entertained and 
were entertained by dancing and singing. 

During our fist weekend we spent much of our time with some children at a 
ΨōǊŜŀǘƘƛƴƎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǳƴǘŀƛƴǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀǊŜ ǎŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ 
because of the fresh mountain air, for illnesses like asthma.  The kids were very 
ǇǊŜŎƛƻǳǎ ŀƴŘ ƭƻǾƛƴƎΣ ŀǎ ŀƭƭ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀǊŜΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ 
benefit of living with parents regularly.  As always there were many tears shed 
among children and adults alike on our last day with them. 

This team also spent time in and around our hometown of Plovdiv.  We spent a 
lot of time with the young adults from the church here in Plovdiv.  As a 
sidenote, we joined this particular church several months ago.  With this team 
we also went to the same toddler orphanage as with the AKE team.  It is a 
touching scene to see and hear the children yell as we drive up, άDŀȅǘƻƴΣ 
ǿƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ DŀȅǘƻƴΗΗέ  hƴ Friday afternoon we also went with this team to the 

same gypsy church that we visited 
with the AKEteam.  It is important 
that we revisit places and build deepening relationships.  Bulgaria is a very 
relationship-focused culture.  We spent time playing outside the church in the 
gypsy neighborhood with the community children and then we did some 
activities with some of the children in the church.  We even learned a couple of 
simple childrŜƴΩs praise songs!  Then the team was again honored to worship 
with this church and share the Word in the evening service. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The last of the three teams to come this summer arrived near the end of June and left the first week of July.  This team 
ƛǎ ǿƘŀǘ ƻǳǊ {ŎƘŜƴŜŎǘŀŘȅ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ Ŏŀƭƭǎ ŀ ΨŎƭǳǎǘŜǊ-ǘŜŀƳΦΩ  ¢ƘŜǎŜ ǘȅǇŜǎ ƻŦ ǘŜŀƳǎ ŀǊŜ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ǎƳŀƭƭŜǊ όōǳǘ ƴƻǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƻne!) and 
their goals are primarily to work with the churches here with which Calvary already has a relationship.  The team 
consists of skilled and gifted individuals that can provide training in aspects of church life and operation which the local 
Bulgarian church has identified as areas in which they would like teaching/training.  This particular team was a worship 
cluster team.  We had a variety of talent:  our worship leader from Calvary, a couple of musicians, a couple of singers 
and the main audio/sound technician for Calvary.  They worked with our church in Plovdiv and another church in Sofia, 
and also held a womenΩs seminar with a church in Tryavna.  The team had a great and productive time here in Plovdiv 
while we spent time with another couple from New York.  We will talk about them in a second.  We then joined the 
team as they left Plovdiv ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƳŀƛƴŘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǊƛǇΧǘƘŜ talented singers and musicians that we are! J  From Plovdiv 

Painting at the senior center. 

Traditional Bulgarian folk dancing 
with the seniors 

Playing with the kids at the healing 
schoolΧwhoΩs having more fun?? 

Playing with the kids at the 
healing school 

Jessie ministering with the community 
children at the gypsy church 



we went to the mountain town of Tryavna where the ladies prepared and had a one-ƴƛƎƘǘ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ǎŜƳƛƴŀǊ.  We also 
got to spend a morning in another orphanage near Veliko Turnovo with Open Doors Bulgaria.  We had fun as we sang, 
danced, and played with the children for the morning.  Then we were off to Sofia where the team spent the rest of their 
trip training and fellowshipping with the church in Sofia. 

While this team was in Plovdiv, the two of us were blessed to spend a couple days with Roger and his lovely wife 
Senecca.  Roger is an elder in our Schenectady church and oversees all their mission efforts in Bulgaria, including us.  
With them and several others from the Plovdiv church, we again visited the toddler orphanage and got to hear the kids 
yell for Gayton when we drove up!  We then, just the four of us, spent two nights together outside of Plovdiv.  It was a 
welcomed and needed time of sharing, discussion, accountability, and future planning. (Thanks Roger and Senecca!!) 

  

 

 

Of course we were also busy during the times between teams!  One, we 
ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜǎǘΗΗ  ¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƭƻǘǎ ƻŦ ŦǳƴΧōǳǘ ǾŜǊȅ ǘƛǊƛƴƎΧespecially when you 
have teens and youth who want to stay up late!  We also went to Shumen to 
visit friends and learn more about potential ministry opportunities there.  And 
between the April and May trip one of the members stayed behind as she 
continued her own journey in a global leadership program.  Jessie stayed with 
us for a week, and then we all went, with Baba Vili (άgrandmaέ Vili is a friend 
and grandmother from Sofia) to Turkey for a short break and to visit with 
some other friends stopping in Ephesus for a day while on their honeymoon.  
It was a long 14 hour drive, but it was worth it.  We saw Ephesus and Miletus.  
It was a weird feeling to walk where some of the apostles walked.  And Turkey 
itself was amazing!  After we got back, Jessie stayed with a pastor/professor in 
Sofia for three weeks before joining with the second, young adult team.  She is 
an amazing young woman with a bright future full of purpose and promise, 
and it was wonderful to spend so much time with her. 

If you remember from our last newsletter, we had the opportunity to present 
an introduction to a foster care curriculum, popular in the States, to several 
social workers in the cities of Shumen and Sofia.  We did this in partnership 
with a non-government organization here (SAPI) focused on helping children.  
!ƳŀƴŘŀΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ ōŜƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭƛŀƛson between this organization here in 
Bulgaria and another organization in Kansas that is one of the main trainers of 
this foster care curriculum.  Both the Bulgarian and State-side organizations 
are very interested in establishing a partnership.  Sometime this fall, we hope 
to hold a training for some of the social workers here in Bulgaria to be trainers 
in this curriculum.  There are still around 30,000 children in institutional orphanages in Bulgaria.  With European Union 
scrutiny, conditions in many places are improving, but not in all.  And no matter how much the conditions improve, an 
institution is not the best place to raise a child.  There is still an active search for better alternatives.  For now, foster 
parenting is a small step in the right direction, and we are excited to have this opportunity to help encourage its 
development and implementation throughout the country.          

The worship cluster team in front 
of the Shipka monument 

Teaching the children how to play 
instruments at the orphanage 

Handing out Bananas to the toddlerΩs 
with Roger (hat) and Senecca (red) 

The ancient city of Ephesus. 

Us, Jessie, and the 
newlyweds ς Jordan and Cair. 




