Greetings from the Liters in Bulgaria!!

Update Letteifor 2 Quarter of 2008
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Warm greetings from a warm Bulgarig¥e are about half way through our first full
summer here in theone of the oldest cities in the Balkans. It has been a full
summersofarand® | NB G KI y{ Fdzf ¥ 2ebeivédiafely.fFoK S 0 f
those of you that have been supporting insprayer and materiallyand for those

of you who have sent us packages with things hard to finé,hee deeply thank

you all. Friday, July 2% marks our 1 year anniversary!l. We give Godhallglory

and thank Him for this greatpportunity to be eternally significant, and we thank Him for your partnership with us.

Gayton & Amanda 2008

Among our other activities, &have had the joy of working with three different teameer the past three monthBom
Calvary Tabernacleur homechurch in Schenectady, New Yorkor this update, ewould like tatake most of the
space toshare with you a little of the work these teams diglleasaemember, we would love todve any of you come
and visit, and weromisewill only work you as much as you requést

April broughtthe first team, the AKE teenager®KE stands for Attitud&Knowledge, and Experience. Tikithehigh
school grouprom Calvary, and they haveen sending teams to Bulgaria for several yeditsey arrived on the day we
sent out our last update. And it stad with a bang!'We mag it througha drought (no running water irthe whole city
of Veliko Turnovavhere we were to spend our first few daggor the firstday), an earthquakeanda resultingflood in
our hotel (in the same city Thatplus minor health emergencigsade for an exciting first few days, but the team
showed great attitude andreallycameto serve We experienced wonderful times ahinistry with these teens! They
each prepared lessons to share with the childetmnorphanagenear Veliko
Turnova As a church, we have been going to tiriphanage for manyears
partneringwith a local foundation named Open Doors Bulgafiaisorpharage has
kids between 6 and 18 years aldth learning omild mental disabilities This is the
first time thatthe orphanageallowed such teachiny people so youngThe teens
and a universitytudent from Open Doors Bulgati@ught a total of six classever
three days, and theylid a greafob talking about relevant things such aslf image,
relationships and sex, the influence of media on your behavior, and the
consequences of drugs, cigarettes, and alcobola. These were all topics
requested by he director of the orphanageThe director andeachers wereall very
impressed and thankfult KS G SIY | f&d2 LINBLI NBR |
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guyswalkingin on big paint buckets antien falling on a gymnasium matVe also
got to visit a baby orphanageear Veliko Turnovand a toddér orphanagenear
Plovdiwwith this team.In Plovdiv,tiwasalsothe first AKBeam to visit adcal gypg
church and anothersmallvillage church Wee always amazed and proud of thes
teens as they earn their own monéyr these tripsand are willing to spend their ~ AKE team ithe churchat Tsarevets
spring break minigfring to the needy in a foreign countrPlus, t§ @ QNB f 2 Castleinthe city dfeliko Tumovo
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One of the classes thieam Playiﬁg with the kids at the ' Talking to the kids before the
taught at the orphanage. orphanage David and Goliath skit




The next groupwas the younepdult teamfrom Calvary Tabernacldt ' .
consisted okevenyoung adultsaged18-25 yeas, andus. This team came g
nearthe end of May and lefabout a week and a half later the beginning of ‘ b
June. With this team we had many work projects where aleaned out an &
attic andpainted. We were all a bit sorby the end of the tripX but of course A >
it was worth it!! One of the prgects was for a senior center in Tryavna. We :
painted for twomornings and eachfternoon wespentabout an hour getting
to know ®me of the current residents,uting which time we entertained and [ '|
were enteatained by dancing and singing.

During our fist weekendre spentmuchof our time with some children at a —_ .
. s PR . Paint tth ter.
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because of the fresh mountain air, filnesses like asthmarhe kids were very ENE
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benefit of living with parents regularly. As always there were many tears shed .
among children and adultsiké on our last day with them.

This team alsopent time in and aroundur hometown ofPlovdiv. We spnt a
lot of time with the young adults from the chur¢tere inPlovdiv As a
sidenote, we joined this particular church several months. agfth this team
we also went to thesametoddler orphanages with the AKE teamit is a
touching scene to see and hear the children yell as we driva ip} & (G 2 y
o KSNB A& DAridayafeyiddkine alsoweyit with this teamto the
samegypsy churchhat we visited
with the AKEeam. It is important
that we revisit places and build deepening relationshipslgaria is a very
relationshipfocused culture.We spent timeplaying outside the church in the
gypsy neighborhoodith the communitychildrenand thenwe did some
activities with some of the children in the churct\le even learnea@ couple of
simple child§ & Praise songs! Then the team vemgin honored to worship
with this churchandshae the Wordin the eveningservice.

Traditional Bulgarian foldancing
with the seniors

Playing with the kids at the healing Playig with the kids at the Jessie rmistering with the community
schooKwho@ having more fun?? healing school children at the gypsy church

The last of the three teamdo come this summer arrived nedine end of June antkft the first week of July. This team
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their goals argrimarily to work with the churchebere with which Calvarglreadyhas a relationship. The team

consists of skilled and gifted individuals that can provide training in aspects of church life and opehétiothe local
Bulgarian churchasidentified asareas in whichthey would like teaching/traning. This particular teanvas a worship

cluster team. We had a variety of talent: our worship leader from Calvary, a couple of musicians, a couple of singers
and the main audisoundtechnicianfor Calvary They worked with ouchurch in Plovdiv and anothehurchin Sofia,

and also held a woméa seminamwith a churchin Tryavna.The teamhad a greatind productivetime here in Plovdiv

while wespent time with another couple from New YorkVe will talk about thenm a second Wethen joined the

team as they left Plovdi# 2 NJ 4 KS NB Y| A ytRéhtedsdgers ani Busidiaiat i arélJS From Plovdiv



we went tothe mountain town ofTryavna wherette ladies prepared and had aogleA I K ¢ 2 Y SyMealsod SY A
got to spend a morning in another orphanage near Veliko TurmottoOpen Doors Bulgariaie had funas we sang,
danced and played with the children for the morning. Then we were off to Safi@re the team spent the rest of their

trip training and fellowshipping with the church in Sofia.

While thisteam was in Plovdithe two of uswere blessedo spenda couple daysvith Roger andhis lovely wife

Senecca Roger is an @érin our Schenectady church and overseeshalir mission efforts in Bulgarjancluding us

With them and several others from the Plovdiv chuyeghe again visited the toddler orphanage and got to hear the kids
yell for Gayton when we drove UpNe then,justthe four of us, spentwo nightstogetheroutside of Plovdiv.It was a

.

The worship cluster team front Teaching the children how to play Handing out Bananas tthe toddle@
of the Shipka monument instrumentsat the orphanage with Roger (hat) and Senecca (red)

Of course we weralsobusy during thdimes between teams$ One, we
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have teens angouth who want to stay ugate! We alsoventto Shumen to
visit friends and learn more about potential ministry opportunities thefend
between the April ad May trip one of the members stayed behind as she
continuedher own journey in @loballeadershp program Jessie stayed with
us for a weekand thenwe all went with Baba Vilidggrandma Vili isa friend
and grandmothefrom Sofig to Turkeyfor a shortbreak and to visit with
some otherfriends stopping in Ephesus foday while on their honeymoan

It was a long 14 hour drive, but it was worth We saw Ephesus and Miletus
It was a weird feeling to walk where some of the apostles walked. TAricey
itselfwas anazing! After we got ba¢kessiestayed with a pastor/professor in
Sofia for three weeks before joining with tsecondyoung adult team.She is
an amazing young womawith a bright future full of purpose and promise
and it was wonderful to spend so much time with her

If youremember from our last newsletter, wiead the opportunity to presen
an introduction to doster care curriculumpopular in theStatesto several
sodal workers irthe cities ofShumen and@&ia. We did thisn partnership
with a nongovernment organization hegAPIjocused on helpinghildren
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Bulgaia andanother organization in Kansas that is one of the nti@imers of |
this foster carecurriculum Both the Bulgarian an8tateside organizations Us, Jessie, and the
are very interested in establishing arpgership. $metime this fallwe hope newlywedsg Jordanand Cair.

to hold atraining forsome of thesocial workers hereniBulgaria to be trainers

in thiscurriculum There arestill around 30000 children in institutional orphanages in Bulgaria. With European Union
scrutiny, conditions in many places are improyibgt not in all. And no matter how muthe conditions improve, an
institution is not the best place to raise a child. There is still an active search for better altern&iveww, foster
parenting is a small step in the right directjand we are excited to have this opportunity to help encourage its
development and implementation throughout the country







